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VOCATION AWARENESS IN PARISHES & SCHOOLS

COMMITTEE
MINUTES

Date/Time/Place: 
May 4, 2015 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Sisters of the Resurrection Provincial Home; 7432 W Talcott Ave; Chicago, IL
	Co-Chairs: Sr. Maria Brizuela and Sr. Theresita Donach (Excused)
	Recorder:  Fr. Mike Scherschel


Attendance: P=Present, T=Telephone, S=Skype, A=Absent

	
	ACTIVE Members

	P
	1 Sr Maria Brizuela, OSF

	A
	2 Sr. Edie Crews, CSA

	A
	3 Mr Gregory Darr (MM)

	A
	4 Sr Dorothy Dempsey, OP

	P
	5 Sr Edel Deong, ssps

	A
	6 Sr Theresita Donach, CSFN

	A
	7 Sr Michele Dvorak, PHJC

	A
	8 Fr Harold Fisher, OMI

	A
	9 Sr Michele Fisher, CSFN

	P
	10 Sr Mary Terese Giblin, SSFCR

	P
	11 Sr Bernadine Gutowski, OSF

	A
	12 Fr Paul Henson, O. Carm.

	A
	13 Sr Caroline Lascher, psdp

	A
	14 Sr Marie Mason, sscm

	A
	15 Sr Raquel Ortez, SSND

	A
	16 Sr Michael Teresa Paratore, psdp

	A
	17 Br Alan Parham, FSC

	P
	18 Fr Mike Scherschel

	P
	19 Sr Kathleen Skrocki, CR


	
	AUXILIARY Members

	A
	1 Sr Connie Bach, PHJC

	A
	2 Sr Editha Ben, SP

	A
	3 Sr Carole Marie Blazina, SC

	A
	4 Sr Agathe Bramkamp, SSpS

	A
	5 Sr Mary Beth Bromer, OSF

	A
	6 Sr Celeste Cotter, CSJ

	A
	7 Mr Mario Delgado (CMF)

	A
	8 Sr Gabriela Duszynska, CSFN

	A
	9 Sr Colette Fahrner, SLW

	A
	10 Mr Barton Hisgen (CSV)

	P
	11 Sr Jean Keeley, OP

	A
	12 Sr Sheila Lehmkuhle, FMM

	A
	13 Fr Adam MacDonald, SVD

	A
	14 Sr Teresa Marron, OP

	A
	15 Sr Kathleen McClelland, RSM

	A
	16 Br James McDonald, CFC

	A
	17 Sr Katie Mitchell, FSPA

	A
	18 Sr Lovina Francis Pammit, OSF

	A
	19 Sr Catherine Petalcurin, MSCS

	A
	20 Ms Suzanne Petrouski (LCM)

	A
	21 Sr Rose Urbanczyk, MSF

	A
	22 Sr. Debra Weina, SSJ-TOSF


	
	FRIEND of CAVA

	A
	1 Sr Barbara Mass, SLW


	#
	Agenda Item
	Findings/Discussion/Analysis
	Decision/Recommendation/

Future Actions

	1 
	Welcome/Introductions
	Sisters Kathleen and Maria welcomed the group.

	

	2 
	Prayer
	Prepared by:  Sr. Kathleen Skrocki
	

	3 
	Agenda
	Sr. Maria added an agenda item for discussion on how to get a better response and participation from committee members.  See Item 11.  
	D-Moved & Approved

	4 
	Minutes
	Minutes of March 16, 2015 were reviewed and accepted.
	D-Moved & Approved 

	5 
	Finance
	Sr. Kathleen to submit the costs associated with in-kind services for meeting space and lunches provided by the Sisters of the Resurrection this year.
	D-Moved & Approved

	6 
	Board Responses & Requests
	There was no report from the board.  

Sr. Kathleen will submit our year-end report of our activities and involvement in parishes and schools.
Sr. Maria suggested better communication and less confusion with Sr. Lovina’s office when requests come in for engagements or events.  

	R-Talk with Sr. Lovina to see how best to communicate opportunities for engagements that come in through the CAVA office or website.

	7 
	Commitments - Held
	St Paul of the Cross (3/3)

Coordinator: Kathleen S (requested 1 person)
Only did the March date; April date was postponed.
St Benedict (3/20) 11:00-1:30; 4:30-7:00 Fish Fry

2339 York St, Blue Island

Coordinator: Mike & Maria

Team 11-1:30: Alan, Bernie

Team 4:30-7: Mike, Theresita, Bernie, Marie, Seminarian Theo McManigal

*Everyone enjoyed the experience—no tables, but instead personal interaction with attendees; Felt we were cultivating an awareness of vocations by our presence and engagement with the people.
Post-Confirmation Youth Retreat (3/21) 
V4 Youth Offices at Catholic Charities West
Old convent of St Francis of Rome

Coordinator: Mike

Team: Mike, Seminarians, Alan
*Not great attendance, but a good experience with a lot of potential. A coordinated effort with the Office of Youth Ministry which supports vocations.

Resurrection HS (3/30-31) Vocation Presentation
Coordinator: Kathleen S

Team: Kathleen has list of those signed up

St Mark (4/12) Fair

Coordinator: Maria

Team: Maria, Harold, Bernie, Voc Office, Edel
*Coordinated through Maria and Fr. Tom Boharic—AVD of Vicariate 3.  Good experience.  Prompted discussion about effectiveness of CAVA Latina.
Carmel HS (4/17) Religion Classes
Across from Mundelein Seminary

Coordinator: Kathleen S

Contact: Jeffrey

Teams:  Edel, Theresita, Alan, Bernie, Mike & Theo
St Mary’s, Evanston (4/19) Fair 
Coordinator: Maria

Team:  Alan, Mike, Theresita, Dot, Editha, Edel, Jean, Mary Terese, Nam Vu
*Vocation Fair coupled with talks to Religious Ed 7th & 8th graders.  Very good experience for all involved.
Our Lady of Ransom, Niles (4/21) Panel

7:15-8:10 pm; grades 7 & 8

Coordinator: Kathleen S

Team Girls: Kathleen S, Mary Terese, Marie
*Coordinated through V2 AVD, Fr. Mark Augustine.  Pastor participated in the event, which was very positively received by the youth and DRE.

Events to Participate in, But not Sponsored thru the Committee:

· St Gall (4/6) Peace Circle 4:00

Contact: Fernando Rayes

· Br Peter Lyne Promoting Book; invited CAVA along; Coordinator: Lovina
· Our Lady of Grace (4/12)
· St Hyacinth (4/25-26)
· Evangelization Expo (4/21)

Meyer Center, 3525 S Lake Park, Chicago

Coordinator: YA Ministry

· Holy Name Cathedral (5/2) Night Fever

Contact: YA Ministry

	R- Srs. Bernie and Maria recommended that we separate the VAPS events from awareness of general news or opportunities that may become available through the CAVA Office that we’re invited to participate in (e.g. the book signing/sale events)

	8 
	Commitments - Scheduled
	Josephinum HS (5/7 8:40-3:15; 5/8 10:10-3:15) Fair

1501 N Oakley, Chicago (no Freshmen)

Coordinator: Kathleen
Contact: Carol Bredenkamp (former CAVA member)

*Not sure if it is still on; waiting for response from Josephinum HS.
Events to participate in, but not sponsored thru the Committee:

· Sisters & Brothers of Immigrants (5/9) 8:30-1:00  Symposium on Deportation

Bishop Gerry Kicanis, Guest Speaker

Contact: Jean

Location: St. James/Arlington Heights

· Our Lady of Lourdes (5/16-17) Visit

Br Peter Lyne promoting book; invited CAVA along; Coordinator: Lovina

	

	9 
	Commitments - Future
	Our Lady of Guadalupe

Coordinator: Lovina

*A vocation fair opportunity which came through CAVA Latina.  Need more information about this from Lovina.  Not sure what we’ve been invited to do.
St Hubert—7/20/15 Teen Summer Retreat
Hoffman Estates, IL  7pm-9pm
Coordinator: Mike

*Invited to do a one-hour presentation on vocations and the religious life to the teen group.  Event is called “Totally Awesome Get-together” or “TAG Days of Summer” 

St. Linus School 

Coordinator: Mary Terese

*will pursue an opportunity next year.

St Francis de Sales HS – no update

Coordinator: Maria

Regina HS – no update

Coordinator: Kathleen S

*Cancel, no response

Marist HS – waiting to connect with Deacon

Coordinator: Mary Terese

*still trying for next year

Our Lady Mary of the Woods REP
Coordinator: Mary Terese (will contact)

*still trying for next year

St Julian Eymard

Coordinator: Mike (will contact)

*still trying for next year

St Gall School – principal not responsive

Coordinator: Alan

*still trying for next year

St Christina – waiting to hear

Coordinator: Dot

*still trying for next year

Christ the King – waiting to hear

Coordinator: Dot

*still trying for next year


	F – Need more information as far as what Committee members is expected to do

Mike to coordinate a team to attend St. Hubert’s on 7/20.  All other future commitments involve follow-up in the fall.

	10 
	Program Planning
	CAV Reps/AVD Partnerships:  

· Mike reported that there most likely will be a new AVD Contact for Vicariate 1; will keep St. Theresita posted when a new appointment is made.
· Maria asked Bernie to coordinate activities with Fr. Connor in V6, while she will now coordinate activities in V3.  Marie still has V4, Kathleen V2 and Mary Terese V5.

Working with Catholic Schools:  

· Mary Terese suggested creating a 3-year plan to target Catholic Schools in each of the Vicariates to plan appearances, fairs or events at each school.
· Mike will be doing a mailing this month to principals in Catholic Schools and will promote school visits to generate awareness of vocations.

	R-Develop a 3-year plan for generating more activity in more Catholic Schools this year.
F – Mike and Mary Terese will spearhead brainstorming about this

	11 
	Other
	Generating Interest:
· Maria spoke about the need to try to get feedback and better responses from committee members—active and inactive.  No recommendations were made.
The Joy of Tailgating:
· Mary Terese talked about a group of religious who are going to tailgate as a group at a St. Viator football game this fall as a way to promote the Year for Consecrated Life.  It led to a discussion on whether or not our committee should try to attend tailgates at other high schools as a way to promote vocation awareness.  There could be an activity/game we could sponsor to get people talking about us being there.  Should we pursue this for the Fall?

A “Big Event”:
· Mary Terese also talked about the excitement and possibilities to be present at “big events”, like “Here I Am Lord.”  Others talked about the Festival of Faith and other big events as great ways to be present.  It led to a general discussion on whether or not we could partner with other Archdiocesan groups planning big events vs. coming up with one on our own.

Called to Serve:
· Mike talked about an idea to create a social media awareness campaign or some kind of outreach to promote the great ways teens in our Catholic Schools are helping others throughout Cook and Lake Counties as part of their baptismal call. We would be the sponsors/promoters/advocates of the teens.  The group liked the idea, but also know it’s complex.  Mike will explore it further and report back.

	F – Continue to figure out best way to communicate with committee members

F-Continue formulating the ideas and report back at next meeting whether or not we should pursue.
F – Follow up at the next committee meeting

F – Mike and Mary Terese will work this out

	12 
	Calendar
	Next Meeting Date: September 14  @ 10am
Location: Sisters of the Resurrection

Recorder: TBD



Prayer:  TBD

	

	13 
	Adjournment
	12:00 p.m.
	


Submitted by Fr. Mike Scherschel
Next Meeting: Sept. 14, 2015

Place: Sisters of the Resurrection
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